


the revegetation of denuded landscapes, and without greatly improved water quality in rivers and lakes, the planet 
will be seriously compromised, and so will humanity.  

And the third challenge that will confront you over the decades ahead has a double edge to it. Global colonization 

bri ngs with it entry to worldwide markets, international educational prospects, access to unprecedented volumes of 
knowledge and information, and exposure to the world’s music, art, and literature. The opportunities for you as 

graduates of Simon Fraser University have already greatly exceeded those that were available even a decade ago. 
But globalization also carries with it the prospect of undermining the distinctive heritage and culture that has come 
to distinguish nations, and peoples, and communities. Just as colonization had long lasting and often devastating 

impacts on indigenous peoples, both here and in New Zealand, the prospect of globalization carries with it similar 
warnings.  

Well these three challenges, global inequalities, global warming, and global colonization, need to be confronted. 

That could seem a really daunting task, but together you may actually already hold the answers. Your real strength 
lies not only in your individual accomplishments, impressive though they are, but in the power you ha ve as a group 
and in the wide range of knowledge and skills that underpin your collective scholarship. That collaborative 

approach has been evident in the faculties here today: the Faculty of Communications, Arts, and Technology has 
pioneered inter -subject study; the Faculty of Health Sciences recognizes both Indigenous and Global health as areas 

that require serious attention; and within the Faculty of Applied Sciences, there is a recognition of the ways in 
which knowledge and information can be disseminat ed across borders, across age groups, and across communities. 
Answers to the global challenges over the next 50 years will require even greater collaboration. That does not 

necessarily mean abandoning deep learning in favour of broad learning, but it does mean transcending the 
limitations of a system where the acquisition of knowledge is split into time- worn subject domains.  

Obviously, universities have a leadership role to play here. Unlike governments, universities have the advantage of 

being once removed from political bias; they are research focused, and they’re not constrained by short time frames 
as elected governments are. We would not want to ignore our own national priorities, or the concerns of our own 
people. But as Simon Fraser University has shown, we should not see those goals as the sum total of a university’s 

mission.  

Graduates, the world that you will live in and work in stands to benefit from your collective energies. In the 
presence of such a diverse group of graduates with a hugely impressive range of skills, there can only be room for 


