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Honorary Degree Citations 
The degree of Doctor of Science, honoris causa, 

conferred on Dr. Thirsk 
Wednesday, June 15, 2011 

 
Mr. Chancellor, Dr. Robert Thirsk is Canada’s most accomplished astronaut.  He inspires 
Canadians’ imagination and interest in what lies beyond our earth-bound lives and clearly 
demonstrates what can be achieved with a good education, determination and hard work. 
 
Dr. Thirsk grew up in our own back yard in New Westminster, BC before going on to earn multiple 


