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Mr. Chancellor, in every profession there are those few whose talent and dedication inspire all 
around them.  Dr. Victor Gomel is one such individual.  A renowned gynecological surgeon and a 
brilliant researcher and teacher, he has profoundly influenced the practice of reproductive medicine 
in Canada. 

Born and educated in Turkey, he chose to make Canada his home, interning first at Montreal’s 
St. Mary’s Hospital and eventually moving to Vancouver, where he became Professor and Head of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of British Columbia.  During his tenure there, 
Dr. Gomel expanded the department, implemented a graduate program in Reproductive and 
Developmental Sciences, and trained and mentored numerous medical students, residents and 
fellows, many of whom went on to hold important positions worldwide. 
 
His experimental research interests led to international recognition in several areas.  He has 
developed numerous preclinical surgical adhesion models and authored more than one hundred 


