
 



In 1997, she was elected to the Upper House of Indian parliament. She has served as a Goodwill 
Ambassador for both the United Nations Population Fund and the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation’s Tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS Centre.  

Shabana has received many awards for her contributions to society. In 2006, she was the first 
Indian social activist to be awarded the Gandhi International Peace Prize at the House of Lords in 
London. In 2009, she received the World Economic Forum’s Crystal Award for “using her art to 
reach out to other cultures.” 

Shabana is a prime example of a constructively engaged global citizen. As you listen to her story, I 
encourage you to think about how you too can serve as an agent for social change—in whatever 
field you choose to pursue. 

Madam Chancellor, on behalf of the Senate of this University, I ask that you now confer upon 
Shabana Azmi the degree of Doctor of Fine Arts, honoris causa. 

 


