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Mr. Chancellor, if we wish to define what it means to be Canadian, we need look no further than the life 
of the Honourable Monique Bégin. Her selfless devotion to this country exemplifies those very qualities 
we cherish as a nation: compassion, integrity, and tolerance. 

 
Dr. Bégin made her first indelible mark on public life as Executive Secretary to the Royal Commission 
on the Status of Women, where she worked tirelessly to right the injustices women still experienced in 


