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effect positive change on issues around which there is very little hope for broad-based public 
mobilization. 

I’ve now agreed to lead Crisis Group, a well-established organization dealing with conflict 
prevention and resolution through field-based research, analysis, policy prescription and 
advocacy.  I am moving farther away from the law, but I feel closer to a world in constant 
motion. 

In hindsight, in looking back at my career so far, I realize that I have an irresistible—I hope not 
fatal—attraction to change and novelty, at least as long as change presents a real, personal 
challenge and an opportunity to be part of something important and forward-looking. 

I continue to have great confidence in the possibility for change; change for the better, including 
deep, profound change that may seem unimaginable until it actually starts happening.  I believe 
that this is what happened in the Canadian legal culture and in the Canadian and Quebec 
societies in which I grew up.  I believe in resilience and in the great mobilizing power of people 
and of ideas. 

I’m sure you do to.  I wish you a very fulfilling and surprising career.  The world is constantly 
changing; don’t let it change without you. 

Thank you very much.  


