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his community, country and the developing world with dignity, integrity and
compassion. In an age marked by divisiveness, John Bene has distinguished himself
by bridging the barriers separating the poor from the affluent, the developing .
nations from the developed, and the public institutions from private interests.

Born in Vienna, he graduated in engineering from:Jozsef University in Buda-~
pest and studied Forest Operations in France, Germany and England. At twenty-
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land management.

John Bene immigrated to British Columbia in 1938 and in 1944 became
» founder, Director and President of what was to become Weldwood of Canada Ltd.

In 1968, John's achievements in business led to new national and international
challenges, as Special Advisor on Forestry to the Presidenit of the Canadian Inter-
national Development Agency, and then Director-General of the Special Advisors
Branch. Later he served as Senior Advisor to the President of the International
Development Research Centre in Ottawa. In his international work he pioneered
and promoted the critical science of agroforestry, de51gn1ng comprehenswe land
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