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BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY
J. Stewart; A. Versi; D. Williams; J. Young 
 
OPEN SESSION 
 

A. Finance and Administration 
 
a. The Board received for information the 2019/20 Carry Forward Update. 
 
B. University Relations 
 
a. Fundraising Progress Reports: The Board noted year-to-date progress reports as follows: 
 

Month Fundraising Progress Report 
For Information  

2019/2020 Year to Date  
To February 29, 2020 $25,723,955 
To March 31, 2020 $29,998,025 

 
b. The Board approved the Terms of Reference for the: 
 

�x Archives of Lesbian Oral Testimony Graduate Award; 
�x Arlene James Bursary in the Contemporary Arts; 
�x Arlene James Entrepreneurship Award in the Beedie School of Business; 
�x Dr. A.H. Somjee and Dr. Geeta Somjee Professorship in Indian Political Development  

Endowment; 
�x Dr. Moustafa Abdel-Magid Memorial Graduate Bursary in Business; 
�x SFU Team Phantom; 
�x Gilhooley Family Award in Business Endowment; 
�x Gunraj Gill Memorial Award in Political Science Endowment; and 
�x Meiyu Li Memorial Graduate Scholarship in Economics Endowment 
 

C. Governance and Nominating 
 
a. The Board approved that the wording “Review the performance of the external auditor and 

approve the appointment of the external auditor” be added to the Terms of Reference of the 
Audit, Risk and Compliance Committee. 

  
b. The Board approved its self-evaluation instrument for 2020. 
 
D. Audit , Risk and Compliance 
 
a. The Board received for information the Annualized Full-Time Equivalent Enrollment Report for 

the year ending March 31, 2020. 
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b. The Board approved the 2020 Consolidated Financial Statements of the University in the Annual 
Financial Report for the year ended March 31, 2020. 

 
E. Other 
 
a. Board Chair C. Lewis welcomed participants to the Zoom Video/Audio Conference Board 

meeting, noting that doing so by video/audio conference, and by web link for members of the 
public during the Open Session, was an unusual circumstance necessitated by the COVID-19 
pandemic. This action was taken for the health and safety of all participants, consistent with the 
latest information and recommendations from regional and provincial medical health officers. 

 
b. The Board received correspondence from Yasmin Rahman on behalf of the SFU Executive MBA 

Working Group and listened to a presentation by EMBA candidate Erik Brinkman, representing 
the Working Group, in which he expressed the Group’s concern that SFU has not adjusted tuition 
in response to classes moving online due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Board Chair thanked 
Y. Rahman and E. Brinkman for bringing the Working Group's concerns forward to the Board 
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�x The $335,000 raised thus far has increased SFU’s capacity to help students in need who have 
been adversely affected by the crisis. Drawing on these and University funds, Student Services 
has distributed $3 million to support students in areas such as getting equipment to learn online, 
travel costs to return home and meeting basic living costs. 

�x SFU has launched SFU CAN (SFU COVID Action Now), a University-wide initiative designed 
to harness and support efforts and resources that the SFU community is directing to the pandemic 
response and recovery. It involves faculty, staff and students, and includes a response and 
recovery network of over 240 people who connect, share resources and enhance their impact. 
SFU CAN will also help keep the broader community informed of programs and initiatives 
designed to promote social connection, foster dialogue and support community recovery. 

 
g. The President highlighted a number of SFU researchers who are engaged directly in COVID-19 

Research: 
�x Health Sciences Professor Kelley Lee, has received funding from the New Frontiers in Research 

Fund to lead a project supporting the global coordination of the COVID-19 outbreak response; 
�x Dr. Caroline Colijn, Canada 150 Research Chair in Mathematics for Evolution, Infection and 

Public Health, has been appointed to the federal government’s COVID-19 expert panel. She’s 
also working with The BC Centre for Disease Control, where her research and modelling 
methods have been helping to inform B.C.’s health policy; 

�x Andy Hoffer, Professor of Biomedical Physiology and Kinesiology has received FDA approval 
for LungPacer – an invention that helps wean COVID-19 patients from ventilators; and 

�x A team led by SFU molecular biolo.6 (of)-4 (f)-3.9d(ul)-4.ors; and 

e
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�x D. O’Neil, Associate Vice-President, Research is taking the lead on the complex planning 
underway to prioritize and safely resume limited on campus research activity. This work is being 
done in consultation with other universities to ensure consistency of response across the sector. 

�x While a significant amount of productive research activity is being conducted virtually, SFU has 
done much to keep students employed as Research Assistant, for example with organizations such 
as MITACS. Throughout the pandemic SFU continues to leverage every opportunity possible for 
undergraduate and graduate students. 

�x The Board was informed that J. Johnson has initiated a video interview series, SFU Change 
Makers, exploring how the SFU research community is engaging and innovating to respond to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

�x J. Johnson commended the many individuals and teams involved in the work to achienues
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b. The Board received for information an SFU Community Trust Planning Update. 
 
c. The Board received for information a Capital Projects and Planning Program Status Report. 
 
d. The draft minutes of and excerpts from the report to the Investment Advisory Committee meeting 

of April 16, 2019 were received by the Board for information. 
 
e. Other matters were discussed. 
  
B. University Relations 
 
a. The fundraising progress reports for February and March 2020 were received by the Board for 

information.  
 
b. The Board reviewed the written report of the Acting Vice-President, Advancement and Alumni 

Engagement on the recent activities, developments and achievements in each of the areas within 
her portfolio. 

 
c. The Board reviewed the report from J. Curry, Vice-President, External Relations on key matters 

in Government Relations and Communications & Marketing. 
 
d. Other matters were discussed. 
 
C. Audit , Risk and Compliance 
 
a. The Board received for information the Report from the Auditor for 2019/20. 
 
b. The Board received for information the Internal Audit Annual Report 2019/20. 
 
c. Other matters were discussed. 
 
D. Human Resources 
 
a. Academic Appointments 
 

The following academic appointments were approved and have been accepted: 
 

�x Dr. Tao Wang, Assistant Professor, Computing Science, 1 Aug 20 – 31 Aug 24 
�x Dr. Chaitanya Kaligotla, Assistant Professor, Beedie School of Business, 1 Sep 20 – 31 Aug 25 
�x Dr. Edana Beauvais, Assistant Professor, Political Science, 1 Nov 20 – 31 Aug 25 
�x Dr. Sarah Henzi, Assistant Professor, French/Indigenous Studies, 1 Jul 20 – 31 Aug 24 
�x Dr. Mohsen Javdani, Associate Professor with tenure, Public Policy, 1 Aug 20 – 31 Aug 24 
�x Dr. Victor Song, Assistant Professor, Beedie School of Business, 1 May 20 – 31 Aug 24 
�x Dr. Lorena Braid, Assistant Professor, Molecular Biology and Biochemistry, 

1 Sep 20 – 31 Aug 24 
�x Dr. Lisa Julian, Assistant Professor, Biological Sciences, 1 Aug 20 – 31 Aug 24 
�x Dr. Gillian Judson, Assistant Professor, Education, 1 Sep 20 – 31 Aug 20 
�x Dr. Cher Hill, Assistant Professor, 1 Sep 20 – 31 Aug 24 
�x Dr. Raymond Boisjoly, Assistant Professor, Contemporary Arts, 1 Jul 20 – 31 Aug 24 

 
b. Administrative Appointments 
 

The following academic appointments were approved and have been accepted: 
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�x Dr. Malcolm Steinberg, Director, Health Sciences, 1 May 20 – 31 Aug 23 
�x Dr. Geoffrey Mann, Chair, Geography, 1 Sep 20 – 31 Aug 21 
�x Dr. Zoe Druick, Director, Communication, 1 Sep 20 – 31 Aug 23 


