
o p p o s e d  s t a t e m e n t s ,  s o  e s t i m a t e  your 

position and mark it on the sheet. Then, compare answers and discuss any differences to create a shared understanding of each of your roles during 

t h e  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m .  N o t e  t h a t  t h e s e  m a y  c h a n g e  o v e r  t i m e ,  s o  r e v i s i t i n g  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  m a y  b e  h e l p f u l  d u r i n g  t h e  d e g r e e .
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It is the supervisor’s responsibility to select a promising topic.

T o p i c / C o u r s e  o f  s t u d y

I t  i s  t h e  s t u d e n t ’ s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s e l e c t  a  p r o m i s i n g  t o p i c .

In the end, it is up to the supervisor to decide which 

theoretical frame of reference is most appropriate. 

S t u d e n t s  h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e  t h e i r  o f  o w n  t h e o r e t i c a l  

standpoint, even it conflicts with that of their supervisor. 

1   2   3   4   5

The supervisor should direct the student in the development 

of an appropriate program of research and study

The supervisor should act mainly as a sounding board for 

the student’s ideas and give advice. 

1   2   3   4   5

1   2   3   4   5

Supervisor - student relationships are purely professional and 

personal matters should not intrude

Contact/Involvement

Close personal supervisor- student understanding is essential 

for successful supervision.

T h e  s u p e r v i s o r  s h o u l d  k n o w  a t  a l l  t i m e s  w h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  i s  

working on.

Students should have the opportunity to find their own way 

without having to account for how they spend their time.

1   2   3   4   5

1   2   3   4   5

The supervisor should terminate supervision if s/he thinks 

t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  b e y o n d  t h e  s t u d e n t .

Supervisors should support the student right through until 

the thesis has been submitted, regardless of their opinion 

o f  t h e  w o r k .  

1   2   3   4   5

The supervisor should insure that the thesis is finished not 

much later than the minimum period. 

T h e  t h e s i s

A s  l o n g  a s  t h e  s t u d e n t  w o r k s  s t e a d i l y ,  s / h e  c a n  t a k e  a s  l o n g  a s  

needed to finish his/her thesis. 

The supervisor has direct responsibility for the standard of 

t h e  t h e s i s .  

The supervisor advises only and leaves all decisions 

concerning content, format and standards to the student.
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The supervisor should insist on seeing drafts of every section 

o f  t h e  t h e s i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e v i e w  t h e m .

It is up to the student to ask for constructive criticism from 

their supervisor.
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