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Purpose 
 
Use these criteria when deciding whether or not to disseminate third-
party protected materials over the Internet via the Archives' online 
access system. 
 

• Low-risk materials – Archives may disseminate without 
requiring the copyright owner's permission. 

 
• High-risk materials – Archives will seek copyright owner's 



Criterion Application Indicators of high risk Materials to watch for 

 

SFU Archives and Records Management Department Copyright Risk Assessment Criteria (STN-8) Page 2 

1. Owner's economic rights 

Materials are high-risk if: 

There is a reasonable possibility 
that the material has a commercial 
value and online dissemination 



Criterion Application Indicators of high risk Materials to watch for 
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3. Owner's history of copyright defence 

Materials are high-risk if: 

The copyright owner of the 
material is known to have a history 
of actively defending their 
copyright and online dissemination 
without permission could expose 
the university to liability for claims 
of infringement.
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