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Numerous studies have examined predation risk resulting from the costs of impaired ßight performance associated with many key
life-history stages such as reproduction and migration. Interestingly, although avian nestlings experience multiple resource-based
physiological trade-offs and undergo considerable morphological and physiological changes during postnatal development, there
is no data available on how nestlings manage the competing demands of growth and the development of ßight ability at this critical
life-history stage. We examined numerous morphological traits to determine which are responsible for variation in ßight perfor-
mance in juvenile European starlings (Sturnus vulgaris), a sexually size-dimorphic passerine. We then manipulated maternal quality




