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and Symonds 1992). Peregrine falcons (Falco peregrinus), mer-
lins (Falco columbarius), and other raptors hunt shorebirds, in-
cluding western sandpipers (Page and Whitacre 1975; Whitfield
1985; Buchanan et al. 1988; Dekker 1988; Cresswell 1994,
1996), and achieve greatest hunting success using cover to con-
ceal their approach (Whitfield 1985, 2003; Cresswell 1994;
Dekker and Ydenberg 2004). To test whether migrants adjust
habitat usage to trade off food and safety at a stopover site, we
placed obstructive cover on our study mudflat to manipulate



gradient in food abundance, the mean macroinvertebrate



control transects was greater on the low-food oceanward side
of the obstruction than on the high-food shoreward side (Fig-
ure 3; y
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