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Abstract

We isolated and characterized 10 polymorphic microsatellite loci in the logrunner (

 

Orthonyx
temminckii

 

), a rainforest-dwelling Australian bird. The number of alleles per locus
observed within two populations ranged from three to 39, with observed heterozygosities
of between 0.12 and 1.00. We demonstrate that these markers are useful for both population-
and individual-level analyses.
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The logrunner (

 

Orthonyx temminckii

 

) is a medium-sized
(60 g) passerine endemic to southeastern Australia. It is
a ground-dwelling species, confined to rainforests and
fringing wetter eucalypt forests (Higgins & Peter 2002).
Previous genetic work on this species has been restricted
to broad-scale analyses of mtDNA and nuclear intron
variation examining phylogeographical patterns and
species boundaries (Joseph 

 

et al

 

. 2001; Norman 

 

et al

 

. 2002).
Given this species’ reliance upon rainforest habitats, its
status as a year-round resident and its limited dispersal
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