
Polar Biol 

DOI 10.1007/s00300-007-0321-z

ORIGINAL PAPER

The diet of king eiders wintering in Nuuk, Southwest Greenland, 
with reference to sympatric wintering common eiders

Flemming R. Merkel · Anders Mosbech · 
Sarah E. Jamieson · Knud Falk 

Received: 18 January 2007 / Revised: 8 June 2007 / Accepted: 8 June 2007
©  Springer-Verlag 2007

Abstract Coastal and oV
123



Polar Biol
The marine areas of Southwest Greenland are subject to
human use both in summer and winter: commercial hunting
and Wshing, mineral and petroleum activities, and recrea-
tional activities (Bureau of Minerals and Petroleum 2003;
Merkel 2004
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groups, in decreasing order, were the echinoderms, poly-
chaetes, crustaceans and bivalves (Fig. 2). Many species
did not appear to be of much signiWcance to king eider

diets; 18 of the 28 species each accounted for <1% of the
diet and in total contributed to only 4.2% of the diet
(Table 1). On average, the 41 king eiders contained

Table 1 Esophageal-proven-
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3.2 § 0.3 prey species in the gullet, ranging from one to
nine species. The bivalves most frequently preyed upon by
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