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INTRODUCTION

The Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata is an abundant,
widely distributed seabird of the temperate North Pacific Ocean. It
is misnamed, in that the species does not belong to the auklet clade
(Aethiini). Rather, the genus Cerorhinca either is basal within the
puffin clade (Fraterculini) or it forms a sister clade with Fratercula
(Smith & Clarke 2015). About 50 % of the global population of
Rhinoceros Auklets (~750000 pairs) breeds at colonies in British
Columbia (BC), Canada (Gaston & Dechesne 1996), although
that estimate may be closer to ~30 % if populations on Russia’s
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transport to field sites. We worked under Animal Care, Banding,
and Migratory Birds permits from ECCC, and under permits from
BC Parks and the Metlakatla, Tlatlasikwala, and Quatsino First
Nations to work on the Lucy Islands, Pine Island, and Triangle
Island. Alan Burger and an anonymous reviewer provided valuable
suggestions to improve our paper.
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