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The Common Murre    Uria aalge is one of the most abundant     
breeding seabirds in the northern hemisphere (Ainley et al. 2002). 
The spe cies has a rather dis    jointed breedin g distribution alon  g 
the Pa cific coast of   North  America: hundreds of thousands of    
individuals breed on colonies in Oregon and northern and central 
California, and more than a million breed on colonies from the Gulf 
of Alaska to the north and west, but fewer than 40 000 individuals 
breed on colonies from Washington State north to southeast Alaska 
(Ainley et al. 2002). That latter stret  ch in cludes the entire    coast 
of British Columbia, Canada,     which supports fe  wer than   10 000 
breeding birds (Campbell et al. 1990).

The Common Murre is the most fre      quent  victim of b 
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In  2003 and  2004, Common Murres bred at onl     y t wo sites in  
British Columbia (Table 1): Puffin Rock, part of the Triangle Island 
complex (about 4300 birds), and the Kerouard Islands (about 400 
birds). Although none bred in 2004, Common Murres were seen on 
the ocean near Starlight Reef and Cleland Island, and several flew 
over Cleland   Island on 6   July (P. Clarkson, pers . comm.). Only 
very small numbers are ever known to ha ve bred at any of those 
sites  (Carter  2004), althou gh lar ge numbers o  ccur off the    west 
coast of Vancouver Island throughout most of the year (Campbell 
et al. 1990).

The small Common Murre colony at the Kerouard Islands has been 
known since at least 1977, although murres apparently do not breed 
there every year (Carter et al. 2001). The 2004 count of 377 murres 
was similar to the hi   ghest previous count of 400 murres in  1987 
(Campbell et al. 1990). Based on visual inspection of the condition 
of the e ggs measured  (none appeared to be older than about one  
week of age), I estimate that the survey fell near the middle of the 
egg-laying period in 2004.

The Common Murre colony at Triangle Island, British Columbia’s 
largest, was last surveyed in 1989 (Rodway 1990). A comparison 
with Rodway’s results for 17 August 1989, the best match in terms 
of breeding phenology to the  2003 date  (both fell   just before the 
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Common Murre delivering Pacific sandlance to its chick, Triangle Island, July 2003. (


