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‘response ratio’) across studies [36,40]. The response ratio is more

normally distributed than the raw ratio and independent of the

units of measurement used within a study, and thus is

comparable across studies [40].

To analyse the yield data, which contained several levels of

hierarchy, we employed two methods. First, for studies that com-

pare multiple treatments (usually organic) with one control

treatment (usually conventional), and are thus not independent

[41,42], we calculated a combined response ratio and correspond-

ing standard error for the entire study using the method presented

in eqn 3 and 8 in [41], and then used these combined response
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57. Batáry P, Báldi A, Kleijn D, Tscharntke T. 2011
Landscape-moderated biodiversity effects of agri-
environmental management: a meta-analysis.
Proc. R. Soc. B 278, 1894–1902. (doi:10.1098/
rspb.2010.1923)

58. Philpott SM et al. 2008 Biodiversity loss in Latin
American coffee landscapes: review of the evidence
on ants, birds, and trees. Conserv. Biol. 22, 1093–
1105. (doi:10.1111/j.1523-1739.2008.01029.x)

59. Gabriel D, Sait SM, Kunin WE, Benton TG. 2013
Food production versus biodiversity: comparing
organic and conventional agriculture. J. Appl.
Ecol. 50, 355–364. (doi:10.1111/1365-2664.12035)
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